
The Finance Team’s Guide
to Donating Excess Inventory
In addition to its environmental and philanthropic benefits, donation is 
often a more financially beneficial option than liquidation or disposal
of excess inventory.

Here's how donating with WIN stacks up against the alternatives:

Curious what that looks like with your numbers?
Run them through our Inventory Donation Calculator. Already have
your figures? Even better.

Donate with WIN

Tax
Treatment

Typical
Return

Effect on
Income

Brand
Impact

What it
costs you

Where it
ends up

Liquidate Dispose/Scrap

Deduct cost plus half the 
difference between cost 

and FMV — up to 2× cost 
(C-corps, §170(e)(3))

Enhanced deduction 
often worth more than 
liquidation proceeds

Counts as a loss; lowers 
gross income

Builds affinity with your 
team and customers

$0 to process or accept*

Nonprofits putting it
to work

*WIN never charges to process or accept a donation

Sale proceeds count
as taxable income

~1–8% of retail value

Adds to gross revenue

Risks a "fire-sale" that 
devalues product

Liquidator fees,
low recovery

Secondary market

Deduct cost of
inventory only

Nothing — 
plus disposal 

costs

Cost recovery 
only

No upside

Disposal and 
landfill fees

Landfill

Inventory Donation
Calculator

https://winwarehouse.org/corporate-donors/#calculator


What to gather before you start
The more detail you provide, the faster we can confirm and place your donation. Pull together an itemized 
product list (Excel, CSV, or any delimited file works) with as many of these details as you have:

Don’t have every field?
Send what you’ve got – we’re used to working with incomplete lists.

Item No. / SKU

Item name or short description

Quantity

Unit of measurement

Suggested retail or fair market value

Weight and dimensions (L x W x H)

Item category

Long description of specs

Product info and image URLs

What to expect

The records you’ll receive for your files
Tax receipt for reported
fair market value

Prompt signature and return
of your Form 8283 (prepared
by your tax professional)

501(c)(3) verification/
IRS Determination Letter

Ready to get started?
Start your donation today at winwarehouse.org/donate
or contact Chris directly. 

Chris Blake, CNP | Vice President of Development
chris@winwarehouse.org
(314) 899.9356

Book a Call with Chris

https://winwarehouse.org/donate/
chris@winwarehouse.org
https://meetings.hubspot.com/chris4925/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--AVSjRb8CZARyh5AFU9sF9a1zezf7WBOHzz64VIaClc9tYE_kZMVxMEIldl88U9c_ZzGrl9W-_jbjIRwWE-WwRCbN47Q&_hsmi=2&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email&uuid=f93f7cef-166d-4e21-957e-1241422cd984
https://meetings.hubspot.com/chris4925/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-93xEkK1H98d_PerVgEoJa33kGFq6uBHorosWJpCY5r0582IBENj-Ik4M11lXDCPd52K3p7h-5xiWVfpGovYS-Y4B5PQQ&_hsmi=2&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email&uuid=a665eac8-3416-4f4e-a76e-d6117e042141

